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Âmbito e conteúdo It is becoming increasingly unquestionable that in the development of a new system of international 
security the economic factor will play an even more important role. Such has, however, never happened, 
for two main reasons: firstly, because the security system was, until this point, based on a balance of 
forces between two antagonistic blocs; and secondly, even when the political climate improved and 
dialogue began in the politico-military and humanitarian sphere, the incomparability of economic systems 
made it impossible the cultivation of rational ties in the economic sphere.. The socio-political 
transformation in progress in Eastern Europe by the beginning of 1990s, however, opened the possibility of 
elimination of these boundaries as society’s role in shaping these countries’ economic systems is changing 
basically. However, the permanence of these changes is jeopardized by the failure of effective economic 
linkages to keep up with political developments and widening of the gap between Eastern and Western 
Europe. Here lies, it is argued in the present paper, the biggest threat to the construction of a new system 
of international security. From this point of view this study identifies three sets of threats to stable 
socioeconomic development: one, those stemming from the necessity of society to bear and accept the 
costs of overturning the old economic system and building a new one; two, those stemming from the 
dislocation of the existing model of intra-Eastern Europe linkages within the CMEA; three, those stemming 
from the solution of the debt dilemma.
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